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the cervix in an infant under my observation responded to treatment
with radium and the child was alive two years after the first application.
In a few cases colloidal lead preparations (lead glycine) have given good Lead
results.

Total extirpation of the uterus and its adnexa by the abdominal route Surgical
as early as possible offers the best chance of cure. The only contra-
indication is evidence of metastases in other organs, local extension
of the uterine growth to adjacent organs, and cachexia so extreme as to
render radical treatment not only dangerous but useless. Hysterectomy
should be followed by radiotherapy on 'Erlangen5 lines.

6-CARCINOMA
1590.] Carcinoma of the uterus is a malignant new growth arising in Definition
the epithelium of the uterus, either cervix or corpus, infiltrating the
tissues in which it originates, and spreading by direct continuity and
permeation of lymphatics to adjacent organs and lymphatic glands
and by means of metastases (emboli) in the blood and lymphatic
circulations to distant parts of the body.
The uterus and the breast are the two organs in the female most likely
to be attacked by this disease, the liability being almost the same in
each. It has been estimated that of women who reach the age of thirty- Incidence
five and over, almost 4 per cent die of carcinoma of the uterus. The
reason for this high incidence has been sought in the trauma and Predisposing
chronic inflammation to which the organ, and especially the cervix, factors
is liable. That these are by no means always constant factors is shown
by the appearance of cancer in the corpus uteri and in the apparently
healthy cervices of some nulliparae. That the uterus is subject to Menopausai
senescent changes at a comparatively early age, namely, the menopause, c}ian8es
has also been cited as possibly of aetiological significance. Cancer of
the uterus, however, is not unknown in the second and third decades
of life and a remarkable instance of cervical carcinoma has been
recorded in a child of two and a half years (Adams). Recent investiga- Carcinogenic
tion into the carcinogenic properties of the sex hormones suggests a
possible relation between the activity of these substances and malignant
growths of the sex organs, the uterus and breast. Work on these lines
would appear to offer a promising field.
Cancer occurs in the cervix uteri much more often than in the corpus. Relative
Records from necropsies show an incidence of 95 per cent of cases
involving the cervix and 5 per cent only the body of the uterus; clinical cervix
figures, however, provide a greater frequency of corporeal cancer,
11-25 per cent being given by Wilson. Carcinoma of the cervix and
of the body of the uterus differ both pathologically and clinically
in so many respects that these growths are with advantage considered
separately.